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God’s Word Works! 

 
It must have felt like he was lowering his head and running into a brick wall 
again and again. The wall would not move. He was only hurting himself. The 
Apostle Paul went to city after city doing mission work. His typical pattern was 
to visit the local synagogue. That’s where Paul could find fellow Jews who were 
praying for the Messiah to come. Paul would announce to them that the Messiah 
had come. His name was Jesus, the Lord who saves. And, city after city, the 
Jews rejected Paul. In one city he was whipped and thrown into prison. In an-
other place they tried to break his bones and crush his skull with large rocks. 
Each time, Paul would dust himself off, move to the next city and do it all over 
again. They say that the definition of madness is to do the same thing over and 
over again and expect different results. People must have thought that Paul was 
mad, crazy in the head. Then, he ended up in Corinth, of all places.  
 
Corinth was the largest city in Greece at this time, the New York city of its time.  
Corinth had a very busy harbor where many ships docked, and you know what 
they say about sailors on shore leave. They waste all their money on all types of 
lewd and immoral things. Getting drunk was just the start of their evening while 
ladies of the evening made a good profit. Paul walked into that city of smut and 
sin and started telling people about Jesus. Did he really expect anyone to listen? 
Did he really think that God’s Word would work in Corinth? 
 
Every Hebrew boy learned a trade, and Paul learned how to make tents. To feed 
himself in Corinth, he started making tents during the week. Every Sabbath Day, 
which was Saturday, the day of rest for the Jews, Paul went to the synagogue 
and kept telling the people that Jesus was the promised Messiah, the Savior 
Lord. It must have felt like lowering his head and running into a brick wall week 
after week. Eventually some friends arrived who supported Paul so he could talk 
to people about Jesus full time. Like in every other city, the Jews were stubborn. 
Maybe they expected the Messiah to be a powerful and political military ruler 
and Jesus was not that. Maybe they thought that they could get into heaven be-
cause they were good Jews who ate kosher. Maybe they did not want to admit 
that they were sinful and needed a Savior. For whatever reason, they rejected Je-
sus. Finally, Paul shook out his clothes as a way of saying that he was done with 
them. “Your blood be on your own heads!” (:6) he said. He offered them sal-
vation and they rejected it. It was their own fault. It seemed as if God’s Word 
was not working. 
 
There were some people, however, who – by grace – did recognize that Jesus 
was their Lord and Savior. There was Crispus, the president of the synagogue – 
who you would think would have been the leader of the Jewish opposision –  
and his whole family believed. Who would have guessed that? Another believer 

was a guy named Titius Justus who had a building right next door to the syna-
gogue. Imagine how bizarre that was to have Christians worshiping in one build-
ing and people who rejected Christ right next door? As Paul kept on telling peo-
ple about Jesus, more and more Corinthians were brought to faith and were bap-
tized to have their sins washed away. God’s Word did work.  
 
Still, there was still plenty of opposition from the Jews and Corinthians who 
worshiped the Greek gods, not to mention drunken sailors. To encourage Paul, 
Jesus himself appeared to him and promised that he was going to keep Paul safe 
and that many more people were going to be brought to faith in Corinth. Paul 
stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, longer than he stayed in any other city, 
up to that time. 
 
As Jesus promised Paul that he would be safe, I wonder if Jesus said anything 
else to Paul. He could have. If he did, I would like to guess that Jesus would 
have reminded Paul about the parable of the sower and the seed. That was our 
gospel lesson for the day. Through that parable, Jesus let us know that whenever 
his Word is shared, there are going to be different responses. Some people’s 
hearts are like hard soil, concrete. The seed does not even sink in. The birds 
come and eat it. Such people bluntly reject Jesus. Other people’s hearts are like 
rocky soil. The seeds sprout and grow quickly, but because there is solid rock 
just a few inches down, the plants quickly whither and die. Those are the people 
who believe for a short while. Other people’s hearts are like soil with weeds. 
The seeds sprout and grow nicely for a while, but eventually the weeds outgrow 
them and choke them out. Those are the people who believe for a while, but ulti-
mately, the worries of life and the distractions of the world kill their faith. Then 
there is the good soil where the seeds grow and grow and produce a healthy 
crop. Those are the people who come to faith and stay in the faith throughout 
their lives producing many good works. Notice that three of the four types of 
soil did not have good crops. That’s an indication that most of the people who 
hear about Jesus are going to reject him. Even though many will reject Jesus, 
still others will be brought to faith. In spite of opposition, God’s Word works.  
 
Paul certainly experienced all of those responses in Corinth. I have seen all four 
types of responses in my ministry as well. I have had doors slammed in my face 
even before I could tell them about Jesus. I think of one guy I know in town who 
complained about his weary old body one morning. Since I knew him well 
enough I felt comfortable saying how glad I was to know that I was going to 
have a brand-new body after I die. He scoffed, “Ha! I’m too set in my ways. I’m 
too old for religion. I’ll just have to rot in hell. How sad. Without faith, that is 
what will happen. 
 
I have had some people who visited church and kept coming and went through 
an entire Bible Information Class. Then they were confirmed as they promised 
to be faithful to Jesus for the rest of their lives, but  never came to church again 
after their confirmation day. How sad. 



 
I remember one fellow who had been an active leader in the church. Then he 
joined an organization that was dedicated to a particular breed of  cattle. They 
sponsored booths at county fairs across the Midwest where farmer gathered. 
Nothing wrong with that. Pretty soon he was spending lots of weekends at 
county fairs. Then he did not come to church for over a year. I met with him and 
gently talked to him about strengthening his faith by connecting with God’s 
Word and he said, “Yea, I know all that. But I believe in preserving the herd.” I 
wish he would have said that he believed in Jesus. Shortly after that, he asked to 
be released from the church. How sad. There are also many who grow up in 
church, go to Sunday School, get confirmed and then – when they go away to 
college or get busy with their friends and their careers – slowly drift away from 
Jesus. It’s tragic. 
 
Still, I can tell you the story of a boy who never heard about Jesus because no 
one in his family went to church. One summer, a church in his neighborhood 
had Vacation Bible School and he went because he was bored and it was some-
thing to do. He heard about Jesus and could not get enough. Eventually, he be-
came a pastor and spent his life telling people about Jesus. Who would have 
guessed that? Even though many reject, God’s Word still works.  
 
What kind of response do we have to God’s Word? “Well, pastor. Of course, we 
are the good soil. We are in church on a Sunday morning. We support the minis-
try with our offerings and efforts.” Let’s slow down a bit and take a closer look. 
If we take a walk through the fields of our hearts, I think we will find the other 
types of soil. There are parts of God’s Word which just bounce off of us. For ex-
ample, God’s Word tells us not to gossip. If you can’t say something nice, don’t 
say anything else at all. “But pastor. I don’t gossip. I’m just sharing information. 
Besides, it’s true! I read it on Facebook.” Or, how much of God’s Word bounces 
off of us during the hour of worship as we daydream? We get home and can not 
recall one thing about the sermon or lessons or hymns. It happens. Or, maybe 
there are some teachings in the Bible that you dislike and sort of ignore. 
 
There are other Bible truths that we listen to, but never quite put into practice. 
For example, the Bible tells us not to put our trust in the things of this world like 
money or medicine. Yep! Yep! We got that. We trust in God, for sure! But then 
when a new virus enters our country, how many people panicked and worried 
because their job or their health was not as secure as they thought it was? 
 
There are some parts of the Bible that we follow…for a while. Maybe there was 
a time when we were reading our Bible and devotion books pretty regularly, but 
then after a while, we just sort of let it slide. After all, we know what we need to 
know, don’t we? And soon, our faith is getting weaker. Or, maybe we are doing 
some things that or harboring some thoughts that we know are wrong, but… 
nothing bad has happened, so far, so, we continue with that sin. 
 

Consider this question – Does the dirt ask the farmer to plant seeds in it? Silly. 
Of course not. Did the people in Corinth ask Paul to come to Corinth and tell 
them about Jesus? Not at all. But the Lord worked things out so that Paul 
showed up in Corinth and told people about Jesus. Did you ask someone to plant 
the seed of God’s Word in your heart? Did you ask someone to tell you about 
Jesus and convert you? No. The same Lord who guided things so that Paul 
ended up in Corinth to plant the seed of God’s Word is the same Lord who 
guided things so that you someone planted the seed of God’s Word in your 
hearts. Maybe you were born to Christian parents who brought you to baptism 
and to church each week. What a blessing! Maybe a friend or relative invited 
you to church or started telling you about life after death because of Jesus. 
Maybe you wandered away from the Lord for a while, but it was that same Lord 
who used someone, somewhere, somehow, to get God’s Word to you again … 
and again … and as many times as you needed. The point is that God gets all the 
credit for the faith growing in your hearts. 
 
In our Old Testament lesson today from Isaiah 55, God says that his Word will 
not return to him empty. It will produce fruit. Paul faced a lot of opposition, but 
there was also fruit. The same is true for you today. The fact that you are sitting 
here this morning as the seed of God’s Word is scattered on your heart again is 
proof of God’s power and love. Yes, we are sinners. We’ll never get rid of that 
sad soil in our hearts. We will continue to mess up. There will be times when we 
push back against God’s Word or ignore it completely. There have been and will 
be times when we act as spiritual as a drunken sailor. But God’s Word has the 
power to break up the rocky soil of stubbornness and pride in our hearts so that 
we recognize our sins and hang on to Jesus. God’s Word has the power to create 
the world. “God spoke and it came to be.” (Psalm 33:9) God’s Word has the 
power to raise the dead. “Lazarus, come out!” and he did. (John 11:43) God’s 
Word connected with water pulled you out of the devil’s claws and placed you 
in the arms of Jesus. God’s Word is able to wash away the stain and stink of 
your sin as Jesus says to you (Matthew 9:2), “Be of good cheer, your sins are 
forgiven.” God’s Word with wheat and wine gives you a taste of the heavenly 
wedding banquet. God’s Word is the power of God for salvation. (Romans 1:16) 
God’s Word gives and strengthens your faith. God’s Word declares that the 
cross is empty and so is the tomb. Your sins are forgiven and life in heaven is 
yours because God’s Word works! Listen to it! Take it to heart! You are saved! 
Amen! 
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