
The Festival of Pentecost

The Old Testament Lesson--Joel 2:28-32
Hymns: 181, 188, 177, 183

The Gospel--John 16:5-16
Psalm: 51b

The Epistle & Sermon Text--Acts 2:1-21 Rev.
Charles W. Papenfuss

Have you ever been somewhere in public--like a mall or a store--and somebody was
talking in a foreign language or in a language you didn't understand or speak? You
didn't know what they were saying. Or have you ever gone to a social gathering, a party
where everybody around you was speaking at once--maybe loudly, maybe very rapidly,
maybe in a language you didn't understand. It was extremely confusing. What if
everybody was flailing their arms and making gestures with their hands and jumping
around in an excited way? Now add to that flames of fire are shooting from their heads
and a sound like a loud wind is whistling in the air, and you can see in our Scripture text
why some people said, "These people are drunk! They have had too much wine." I
think it’s safe to say I’m a pretty passionate preacher. I jump around, I move my hands a
lot, I get pretty excited, I speak loudly at times. I once had a member at a former church
of mine who said to me, "Pastor, are you out of your mind? I'm afraid you'll blow a blood
vessel when you preach." He didn't accuse me of being drunk, but it was close.

Our sermon theme for today is a question to get you thinking, a question to take you
into our Scripture text:

ARE CHRISTIANS DRUNK?

From a human, worldly point of view you can see where the people in Jerusalem were
coming from. If I would say, "M'dzina la Atate ndi la Mwana ndi la Mzimu Woyera," you
would think, "What in the world is Papenfuss saying?" But if you lived in Zambia, Africa,
you would know exactly what I had just said, that I had just announced the invocation:
"In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." But you would know
that only if you spoke the language of Zambia called Chichewa.



This is what happened at the first Pentecost. Here in our Scripture text there are 14
different people groups, Jewish people from all over the Roman Empire. They had
gathered in Jerusalem to observe the major religious festival of Pentecost. The disciples
were miraculously enabled to speak 14 different languages to these people groups. So
if you were a Roman and you heard Latin and you understood it. If you were a Cretan
and you heard the Cretan language you understood it. But if you didn't hear the
language you were raised in, the language you spoke, it sounded like gibberish to you.
It might sound like the people were talking out of control. It might sound like the people
were drunk.

Is it true? Are Christians drunk? Sometimes perception is reality. There are lots of
people today who think Christians are out of their minds, that they're out of touch with
reality, that they are some sort of fanatics who don't really know what life is all about.
While they might not accuse us of being drunk with alcohol, they do think we're
intoxicated with a warped view of living. While they might not say it so crassly, deep
down inside lots of people in our world think that we Christians are weird, that we
Christians are eccentric, that we Christians are crazy. So in a certain sense, they might
say, "Christians are drunk."

Christians believe that Jesus is completely God, yet completely human, but He's only
one Person, and that God Himself in the Person of Jesus lived and died for the human
race to take away all their sins. That's pretty weird! Christians believe that the dead
body of Jesus came to life in the grave all by itself and ascended into heaven, and that
this Jesus as both God and Man now fills the whole universe and rules everything that's
going on. That's pretty weird! Christians believe that our whole purpose in life is to live
for the honor and glory of this Jewish rabbi Jesus, even though they have never seen
Him or talked to Him in person. That's pretty weird! Christians worship this Jesus every
week, getting up early on Sunday morning or coming on some day during the week,
putting on their best dress up clothes and sitting in a church listening to a boring
preacher and putting generous sums of money into an offering plate and singing songs
that are sometimes hard to sing--even though the pagans out there are golfing or fishing
or sleeping in or doing some other fun things in life. That's pretty weird! What's the
matter with us? Are we drunk?



Now the obvious answer is, of course, that we're not. In fact, drunkenness is wrong,
drunkenness is sinful. And if we ever become drunk in the way the people in our text
refer to it, we would have to repent of that sin to God and ask Him for His forgiveness.
But Peter makes it clear in our text that these Christians are not intoxicated that way. He
says, "These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning!"

Instead Peter says all this was happening to fulfill God's Word, to fulfill the prophet
Joel's prediction that God would pour out His Spirit on the whole world. So Peter quotes
Joel and then makes the climactic point in verse 21: "Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved." The Christians at the first Pentecost weren't drunk.
They were preaching God's Word. They were declaring "the wonderful works of
God," so that people would hear that message, believe it and be saved.

After our text Peter goes on to preach a powerful sermon. He preaches about Jesus
and everything Jesus had done. He preaches about Jesus' miracles, how He had
healed people, how He had loved people, how He had compassion on people. He
preaches about how Jesus had suffered and died on the cross as a punishment for all
sins of all people of all time--including yours and mine. He preaches about how God had
raised Jesus from the dead. And then he preaches about how to receive this Jesus as
your own personal Savior and God. He says, "Repent and be baptized everyone of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." This is what Pentecost is all about--preaching. It's
all about preaching the Word of God about Jesus and His beautiful gospel. It's all about
receiving Jesus into your heart and your mind and your life, for "Everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved."

Are Christians drunk? No, not in the literal sense. But yes they are, in a spiritual sense.
Christians are drunk, not with alcohol but with the Holy Ghost. They're intoxicated, not
by the spirits but by the Spirit. Listen to what Paul says in his letter to the Ephesian
Christians: "Don't get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled
with the Spirit. Speak to one another as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to
God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." In a spiritual
sense we Christians have drunk in the Holy Spirit, we have been filled with His power
and love, we have taken in our God and are powered by the Spirit to live our lives for
Jesus. He fills us completely, and we identify with Him by praying to Him, witnessing to



His love, speaking for Him and doing everything in life to give Him honor and glory. We
are filled with the Holy Spirit.

We Christians of today are living in the days of Pentecost. The flames of fire and the
sound of the mighty rushing wind are gone. The ability to speak foreign languages
spontaneously without learning them is gone. But the pouring out of God's Spirit is still
with us; God's people are still preaching right and left, and the Spirit is converting
people. Christians are witnessing to Jesus all over the place. In your neighborhoods you
are sharing Jesus with your neighbors and friends. At your places of employment you
are talking about your faith and testifying. When you go out to your parties, you are
reflecting your Savior over your beverages and at the food table. You parents are
bringing your children to be baptized, educating them in God's Word, training them on
how to serve God, modeling for them how to have Christ in your daily life. As citizens of
this country we are praying for our government, testifying to the truth, working for
decency and honesty in our land and striving to make this a nation where Christ is the
center of our lives. As members of the WELS we’re still teaching and training full time
servants and sending them to bring the Word to congregations and schools throughout
the nation. Pentecost is alive and well in America.

And Pentecost goes out into the whole world. Men and women are trucking off to
Nigeria and Peru and India and Japan and Africa and China. The false gods of Islam, of
Hinduism, of Buddhism, of animism and secular humanism around the world are being
crushed by the truth, "Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Even
where it's illegal to publicly preach Jesus, blood bought souls around the world are
believing in this Jewish Messiah and teaching His Word to their children and
grandchildren. The days of Pentecost are continuing, as men and women are still
declaring in their native languages "the wonderful works of God."

No, Christians are not drunk with alcohol, but they are drunk for their God. They are
filled with His Spirit, for they know that the end is in sight, the end is near, that Christ is
coming back and coming back soon. Even the prophet Joel refers to that ultimate end in
our text when he says, "I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the
earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day
of the Lord." With his telescoping manner, the prophet Joel looks ahead and sees that



Pentecost ushers in the last days of this earth, when the very next big event the world
has to face is the face of Jesus Christ in all His glory in the sky.

In these last days of this earth God wants to use all of us--men and women alike, young
and old alike, rich and poor alike--to proclaim the gospel. It's ultimately the only reason
we have to go on living, to preach the gospel. For there is no other name under heaven,
given to mankind, by which we are able to be saved. The time is short to do this. We
must share the Word, and we must share it clearly and passionately and completely. We
must give ourselves over to witnessing to the gospel, taking advantage of every
opportunity. And if people think we're weird by doing that, if people think we're some sort
of kooks because we're so in love with Jesus, if people think we're like drunk people out
of touch with reality, so be it! That's their problem. We need to get on with it and simply
do it.

Are Christians drunk? A pagan Roman governor named Festus once said to the Apostle
Paul, who was on trial before his court for being a Christian: "You are out of your
mind, Paul! Your great learning is driving you insane." Paul replied: "I am not
insane, most excellent Festus. What I am saying is true and reasonable, and I
pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become
what I am." Paul was not insane, he was not drunk. But he was passionate for his
Savior.

Are we Christians drunk? Not at all! But we are passionate for Christ. We are filled with
His Spirit. We proclaim His gospel. And that's how Pentecost goes on.

AMEN


