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For the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory are Yours, 

Now and Forever. Amen.  
 
There was a philanthropist, a fellow who truly cared about helping people. 
He invested a lot of his own time and money developing a special protein 
powder that people could put in their drinks or sprinkle on their food. Every-
one who used this powder got stronger and healthier. He started a company 
to produce and make it available to the masses. He did not even have to do 
any advertising. Word of mouth from satisfied customers spread the word. 
That protein powder company grew and grew. Things were going great.  
 
That’s when their accountant noticed an anomaly. There were always a few 
returns as some shipments got damaged, but all of a sudden, there was a 
huge spike in the amount of refunds being given. They traced it to a younger 
lady in the refund department who was stealing. She started listing all sorts 
of returned protein powder that was NOT returned. She would then issue a 
refund which she managed to route to her own bank account. She was called 
to the owner’s office. He explained, “I have all the evidence against you. 
You are guilty as sin. I have every right to fire you as well as have you ar-
rested, prosecuted and sent to prison. But, I can’t do that. You see, my one 
and only Son, who runs this company for me, who is my right-hand man, 
has fallen in love with you. I reminded him that you a liar and a thief, but he 
can not change his heart. He loves you.” The son, who was not only known 
for being kind and caring, but also for being strong, healthy and handsome, 
walked into the office. He knelt down on one knee, opened a jewelry box to 
display a dazzling diamond ring, looked her in the eye and begged, “Will 
you marry me?”  
 
They had a great time planning their wedding. He gave her whatever she 
wanted – ice sculptures and caviar, a live band and champagne, etc. Really, I 
guess, not ANYTHING. For example, if she asked for chocolate ice cream 
for the main course of the meal, he would chuckle and remind her that it 
would be better to eat something healthy for the meal and save the ice cream 
for dessert. Finally, the wedding day arrived. It was amazing. Her dress was 
perfectly white. Before she started walking down the aisle she looked in the 
mirror one last time. When she looked in the mirror, she saw … you.  
 
You are the unworthy bride. You are the guilty one, the one who deserved to 
be punished, but, instead, you were brought into God’s family through the 
marriage of baptism. The filth of your sins was replaced with the purity of 
Christ’s perfect life. You were facing an eternal prison sentence of suffering 

for your sins, but now you get to live in the luxurious mansion of heaven. 
Your heavenly Father could not just ignore your sin and pretend it did not 
exist, though. The debt of sin had to be paid. Forgiveness is not like a mil-
lionaire excusing a few hundred dollars that someone owes him and it really 
does not effect him too much. Forgiveness required the sacrifice of a life. Je-
sus, your heavenly bridegroom, was willing, even eager, to die for you. Your 
guilt is gone. You are loved by God with a love which began before you 
were born and will continue forever. Jesus has promised to walk every step 
of every day with you. Instead of heading to hell, you are headed to the 
heights of heaven. All your needs are provided. Just like the bride in my silly 
story, you can ask for anything you want.  
 
Jesus made some pretty outlandish promises to you regarding prayer, such 
as, (Matthew 7:7), “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” And again (Matthew 
21:22), “If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 
I could list many other passages, but I think you get the point. God hears and 
answers your prayers. Be careful not to misunderstand Jesus, though. Prayer 
is not some magical incantation you speak to get whatever you want. Taking 
a closer look at Matthew 21 in context, when Jesus says, “If you believe,” 
he refers primarily to believing in God’s ability to give you whatever you 
ask. It refers to asking without any doubt of God’s power and ability to do 
ANYTHING.  
 
It is sad that so many false preachers, especially those on television, misuse 
God’s promises of prayer. For example, they will quote Jesus in Matthew 
17, where he says that if you pray confidently, then you can pray for a 
mountain to be moved and it WILL be moved. Then those false teachers will 
tell you to, “Name it and claim it.” Pray confidently and you will get 
WHATEVER you ask for. Tumors and cancer will shrink and disappear. 
Hurting joints will feel well-oiled. Heart murmurs will be silenced, and on 
and on. It is certainly not wrong to pray that pain and stress go away or that 
Prince Charming and money come, but God is not our puppet on our strings. 
Sometimes, as you know, you do not get what you pray for.  
 
I have heard many people say, “God sometimes answers your prayer by say-
ing, ‘No.’” I understand their point that you can’t always get what you want. 
But that sounds so negative. I prefer to say that God always answers your 
prayers. Sometimes he says, “Yes,” and gives you what you want when you 
want it. Sometimes he says, “Not yet,” as he teaches you patience. And 
sometimes he says, “Here is something better.” As mere mortals raised in 
this mixed up world and swayed by our emotions, we do not always know 
what is best for us. Sometimes, we ask for the chocolate ice cream in life 
when God knows it’s best for us to have a healthy meal. It may not be good 



for you for that mountain to be moved. Instead, it might be best for God to 
give you strength to get over the mountain. I don’t know. You don’t know. 
That’s why, when we pray for earthly or material things, we add the phrase, 
“…if it be your will.” That reminds us that we are giving God permission to 
answer our prayers differently than we asked because he knows what is best. 
And when God does give you something different than what you prayed for, 
do NOT pout like a spoiled child. Accept it as the beautiful bride of Christ 
you are who has learned to trust your all-loving Savior-husband who never 
makes a mistake.  
 
We are like that undeserving bride in my silly story. We belong to Christ. He 
is going to protect and provide. We have all we need and so much more. We 
do not need to steal from others to get by, or be greedy. We do not need to 
worry or stress or fret. The Lord will continue to give us what we need to 
hope and cope even in the midst of chaotic, confusing times. No matter what 
situation you face, you can pray about it and the Lord will hear and answer. 
 
So often, we do not know what the best thing is to pray for. We just know 
what will make us happy in that moment. But when we pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, we know for sure that it is the right thing to pray because Jesus him-
self gave it to us. Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer because he wants to give 
us the things mentioned in that prayer. As you focus on all that your heav-
enly Father does for you,  
• you will grow closer to him and inevitably hallow his name as he guides 

your words and actions. 
• God’s kingdom will come as he strengthens your faith and brings others 

to faith. 
• God’s saving plan will be done as he guides you through life and pro-

tects you from the devil, the wicked world and your own sinful flesh. 
• God will provide you with your daily bread, all you need to live. 
• God will forgive you your sins and give you faith and strength and love 

to forgive others as you have been forgiven. 
• God will steer you away from temptations and give you strength to re-

sist them when they do come your way. 
• God will deliver you from evil here and eternally. 
 
How else can we respond to God’s promises to bless us as he hears and an-
swers our prayers but to shout, “Alleluia! Thank you, Lord!” That’s really 
what we have here in the conclusion to the Lord’s Prayer, “For the king-
dom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.” If you read 
the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6 or Luke 11, you will notice that this conclu-
sion is not part of the prayer that Jesus taught us. That ending to prayer is 
found, however, in King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 19 and the prophet 
Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 7. Jews regularly added that doxology, that word 

of praise, to the end of most of their prayers. So, even though Jesus did not 
speak these words when he gave us the Lord’s Prayer, the early believers 
(who were Jews) automatically added them to the Lord’s Prayer. These 
words remind us that God, who rules over all things, has the power to an-
swer all our prayers and deserves all glory now and forever. The doxology is 
a reminder to ourselves that our prayers do not depend on our own power 
and worthiness. They depend on God’s power and worthiness. 
 
Since we know that God will give us what we ask for in this prayer, we con-
clude by saying, “Amen.” “Amen” is the Hebrew word for truth. It is our 
way of saying, “I truly believe that my prayer will be answered.” It is a state-
ment of faith, trust. 
 
What more could we ask for from God? Instead of just giving us some pow-
erful protein powder that will make us healthy and happy for a short while, 
he gives us salvation that lasts forever. Instead of treating us as our sins de-
serve, he joined himself to us in the person of Jesus Christ. He pledged him-
self to us. He promises to protect and provide us throughout life until we get 
to eternal life in heaven. He gives us what we need, and he even gives us the 
“chocolate ice cream” for dessert. He gives us the privilege of prayer and 
promises to hear and answer. What more could we ask? What more do we 
need to convince us to pray and pray and pray some more. Make prayer a 
part of your daily routine, just like eating and sleeping. Prioritize it. And 
when you pray, especially pray the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus, your heavenly 
bridegroom, who sacrificed his life to take away all your sins and who rose 
again to give you eternal life, has even given you the words he wants you to 
pray because he wants to bless you here and eternally. So, we joyfully con-
clude the Lord’s Prayer but by praising him, “For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.”  
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