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But Deliver Us from Evil 

 
Many people have commented to me, as I am sure they have to you, that 
our world seems more messed up than ever before. There is always a 
buzz before a presidential election, but this year seems especially intense. 
The headlines are a sad litany of bad things – dangerous drugs, riots, rac-
ism, international threats, scandals, sexual abuse, COVID, cancer, bank-
ruptcy, accidents, etc. Each and every one of you could list something 
that is difficult in your life right now and you wish you could change. 
I’m not trying to be silly, but I’m reminded of the old “Hee-Haw” song,  

Gloom, despair and agony on me. 
Deep, dark depression, excessive misery. 

 
This is not the way things were when God finished creating the world. It 
was good, very good, perfect. If sin never entered the world, it would 
still be perfect. We can say that evil is anything that is in this world be-
cause of sin. Sin is not just something that is “out there” in the world. It 
is in our own hearts and lives. That leaves all of us feeling like a little 
boy who broke the window of his bedroom even though his dad told him 
not to toss his baseball around in his room. He’s trapped in his room with 
a broken window. He can’t fix it and he can’t run away from it. We are 
trapped and stuck with the stain, the stink, the smut, of our sins. It is easy 
to complain when bad things happen to us and around us (That’s only 
natural) , but we all have to admit that if God treated us as our sins de-
serve, we would all be experiencing something much worse than any evil 
we see or feel in this world.  
 
A few weeks ago, on August 21, three young girls were swimming at a 
beach along the Detroit River. They went out too far and started strug-
gling. People shouted that they were in danger. Nearby, a off-duty fire-
fighter named Sivad Johnson, was enjoying his day off with his 10-year-
old daughter at that beach. Sergeant Johnson had been a firefighter for 26 
years and his training kicked in. He handed his wallet and keys to his 10-
year-old daughter and rushed into the water. He reached the girls and 
was able to guide them to safety, but in the process, a rip tide dragged 
him down and he drowned. 
 
Jesus taught us to pray, “Deliver us from evil.” The word “deliver” 
means to draw or snatch from danger, to rescue from immanent death. 

What Sergeant Johnson did for those three girls, Jesus Christ did for you 
and the whole world. Saving us was not like a millionaire writing off the 
debt of a few hundred dollars that someone owed him. Saving us meant 
sacrificing his life. Sergeant Johnson did not know that he was going to 
drown when he rushed into the water, although I do not doubt that he 
would have gone anyway. Jesus did know what was going to happen and 
how much it was going to hurt. But even more painful was the thought of 
spending eternity without you, so he came into this world of sin and. Je-
sus was able to tell us to pray, “Deliver us from evil – he taught us to 
pray that we do not get what we deserve because he already got what we 
deserved. The word “Deliver” is an imperative – “Lord, I order you to 
deliver me from evil!” Jesus is so eager to deliver you from evil that he 
commands you to command God to deliver you from evil.  
 
Bible scholars point out that “Deliver us from evil,” can also be trans-
lated, “Deliver us from the Evil One,” namely the Devil. Adam & Eve 
and we have no excuse for sinning, but the Devil is the one who brought 
evil into this world. When we pray for deliverance from evil, that in-
cludes deliverance from Satan. The Devil’s deepest desire is to drive you 
into sin and despair so that you die without Jesus and spend eternity 
screaming in agony with him. Like a deadly assassin, the Devil is con-
stantly trying to get your soul lined up in his cross hairs. The first and 
greatest evil we need deliverance from is the evil of sin and unbelief. 
That is far, far worse than ANY evil or suffering in this world. In this pe-
tition, we are praying, “Lord, deliver us from the old evil foe who does 
people moral harm by getting them to sin.”  
 
The story of Job in the Bible gives us insight into how the Devil works 
and how the Lord delivers his children from evil. In the first two chapters 
of  
Job, we see how the Devil wanted to get Job to turn against God. The 
Devil thought that Job would turn against God if he faced hardship and 
heartache. Before the Devil could afflict Job though, he had to get God’s 
permission. Then the Devil attacked Job. In one day, he lost all his 
money, his crops, his flocks, his 10 children and his wife told him, 
“Curse God and die.” Even so, Job held on to God as his Lord and Sav-
ior. The Devil then suggested to God that if Job, himself, suffered, then 
he would turn against God. Again, he had to ask permission. The Lord 
permitted the Devil to afflict Job physically but did not give him permis-
sion to kill him. Job broke out with terrible boils and sores all over his 
body. He was miserable and it was impossible to rest. Even though Job 
complained , he did not turn against God. In fact, in the middle of the 



book – a place of emphasis – Job expressed his confidence of living with 
God in heaven when he died. God kept Job strong in the faith. 
 
When you consider the story of Job, you have to remember that he was 
not aware of those conversations between God and the Devil. He did 
know why things were happening. It did not make sense to him. God 
never told Job either. The same Devil who led Adam & Eve into sin and 
afflicted Job continues to wreak havoc today. I know that all of you have 
felt like Job at times – not that you have lost your money and all your 
children in one day, but you have all faced times when you were hurting 
bad and things did not make sense. When was that for you? When you 
lost a lot your job, or a friend turned on you, or when your body was 
racked with pain and you could not sleep? Maybe when a loved one got 
sick or died? 
 
Life often feels like walking through a war zone. Bad things are going to 
happen. We are all handicapped with mental cloudiness. Until we get to 
heaven and finally see, hear, and understand everything clearly, we 
squint and peer ahead, trying to make sense of a world gone crazy. It’s 
like we are walking through thick fog and can not see beyond our arm’s 
length. We have no idea what is waiting for us this afternoon, or tomor-
row, or beyond. No matter what happens to you and how much you hurt, 
you know that God loves you. He sacrificed his Son for you. You know 
that God is not punishing you because he already punished Jesus in your 
place. Your sins are forgiven. The empty cross is proof of his love and 
your forgiveness. The empty tomb on Easter morning is proof that there 
is life after death with a glorified body. Do not doubt! Instead, pray from 
the bottom of your heart, “Lord, deliver me from evil.” 
 
It is bad – evil – when your milk turns sour or your car gets rusty. It is 
bad – evil – when politicians lie and people are racist. It is bad – evil – 
when people are sick and life is unfair and on and on. But the greatest 
evil of all is being separated from Jesus. In a way, this final petition is a 
summary of the entire Lord’s Prayer. It is a sweeping prayer for deliver-
ance from evil of every kind, but especially and ultimately from the evil 
of unbelief that separates us from God.  
 
Here’s the really cool thing about Job’s story. The Devil set out to de-
stroy him, but in the end, Job’s faith was stronger and he made it to 
heaven. The Devil’s best efforts failed. Through Jesus’ death and resur-
rection, the Devil was crushed for all of eternity. He already lost. When 
bad and sad things happen to you, you can be sure that it has only 

happened because the Devil is attacking you since he thought he could 
get you to crack and he got permission from God to afflict you. The Lord 
does not take pleasure in your pain. He loves you dearly and cries with 
you when you are suffering. When the Devil asks permission to afflict 
you, the Lord sometimes says, “No,” and you never know about it. Other 
times, the Lord swallows hard and permits the Devil to afflict you be-
cause he knows that, in the end, your faith will be stronger and you will 
be in heaven with him and for all of eternity the Devil will be howling, 
“Curses! Foiled again!” 
 
I am amazed at how masterfully the Lord’s Prayer is worded. It fits per-
fectly for every person at every stage of life. I am sure that you think of 
different things when you pray the Lord’s Prayer today then when you 
prayed it years ago. When I visit a family with a newborn and pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, I think of all the things the child will face in his life 
(learning to walk and skinning his knees, learning to ride a bike and skin-
ning his elbows, learning to drive, etc.) and I am asking the Lord to pro-
tect that baby no matter what happens throughout his life until he gets to 
heaven. When I am with someone on his deathbed and I pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, I am asking the Lord to take his faithful servant out of this vale of 
tears and so that he can be happy forever and free from all evil in heaven. 
When we are together here in worship and I pray the Lord’s Prayer, I am 
thinking of you in the pews and I pray that you stay safe during the week 
and that, if anything sad or bad happens, the Lord will strengthen your 
faith so you do not doubt that he is using it for your eternal good. A com-
mon summary of this petition that we teach the Catechism students is, 
“Bring us safely through the many hardships of life to our heavenly 
home.”  
 
I have seen a bumper sticker which said, “Life is tough and then you 
die.” That is true if you only look at life from our earthly perspective. 
Through the eyes of faith, though, we know that life is tough because of 
sin and that we are sinful. Jesus, however, took away all of our sin. And 
even though we will still die, Jesus give us life after death with a glori-
fied body where (Rev 21:4), “There will be no more death or mourn-
ing or crying or pain.” So, no matter what you are struggling with or 
will struggle with, pray, “Deliver us from evil,” knowing that your God 
will deliver you from evil here and eternally. Amen. 
 
Intro to service: This petition is not listed in Luke 11, only Matthew 6. 
More than likely, Jesus taught the prayer on more than one occasion and 
used different words and phrases at different times. 
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