
St. Matthew – Port Washington, WI 
Devotional Thoughts – Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

 
 
Greeting 
 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  Psalm 46:1 
 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.   John 3:16 
 
 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.  Philippians 4:6 
 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for your great love which moved you to suffer and to die on the 
cross in order to save us and all people from the curse and punishment of sin. Through your Word 
lead us to see the seriousness of our sin, but also to see the sincerity of your love which moved 
you to undergo such suffering and dying. Watch over our congregation, our community and our 
country as we face the threat of a serious virus. Strengthen our faith that we might cast all our 
anxiety on you and trust that you will work out all things for our eternal good. Amen. 

 
 
Passion History 

Jesus on Trial before Caiaphas 

Jesus Accused 

The high priest Caiaphas questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 

“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the 
temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those 
who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” 1 

When Jesus had said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. “Is that any way to 
answer the high priest?” he demanded.  

“If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “speak up about it. But if I spoke the truth, why did you 
hit me?” 

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they 
could put him to death, but they did not find any. Many testified falsely against him, but their 
statements did not agree. 

                                                           
1 Since Jesus was on trial, he had no obligation to say that anything that would incriminate himself.  



Finally, two came forward and declared, “We heard him say, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of 
God and rebuild it in three days. I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build 
another, not made by man.’ “ Yet even then their testimony did not agree.2 

Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What 
is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent and gave no 
answer. Again the high priest asked him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you 
are the Christ, the Son of God.”  

“Yes, it is as you say.” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”3 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any 
more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” 

“He is worthy of death,” they answered. Some began to spit on him. They blindfolded him, and 
struck him with their fists. Others slapped him and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?” 
The men who were guarding Jesus began to mock and to beat him and to say many other insulting 
things to him.  

Very early in the morning, the chief priests with the elders, the teachers of the law, and the whole 
Sanhedrin, reached a decision. Then they bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate, the governor. 

Judas Despairs 

When Judas, who betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and 
returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I 
have betrayed innocent blood.”  

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So Judas threw the money into the 
temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.4 

The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury, 
since it is blood money.” So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial 
place for foreigners.5 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was 
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on 
him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded 
me.” 

 

                                                           
2 Even though the false witnesses were lying, they couldn’t get their stories straight. The Lord of history 
was making sure that Jesus was not condemned for something trivial, but for his claim that he was the 
Messiah. 
3 Jesus did not reply to any of their questions, but when given the opportunity to announce that he was the 
promised Messiah, the Savior of the world, he answered clearly and boldly, knowing that it would get him 
condemned. He told the truth. 
4 Feeling guilty, Judas confessed his sin to the Jewish leaders. Instead of trying to comfort his guilty 
conscience, they ignored him and Judas despaired. Jesus died for Judas’ sin as well. Unfortunately, Judas 
did not believe that he could be forgiven because he felt that his guilt was too great. Without faith, Judas 
went to hell. 
5 There was a special cemetery for Jews who died while visiting in Jerusalem. 



Sermon  Three Words of Truth 

 
John 18:3-9 – So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials 
from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 4  Jesus, 
knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?" 
5  "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there 
with them.) 6  When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground. 7  Again he asked 
them, "Who is it you want?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8  "I told you that I am he," Jesus 
answered. "If you are looking for me, then let these men go." 9  This happened so that the words 
he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those you gave me."  

 
I Am He 

 
Prayer & Lord’s  
 

God most high and holy, all things are in your hands. Your holy Word invites us to trust in you 
and to be fearless even when the earth gives way, when the mountains fall into the sea, when 
the waters roar and foam, when nations are in an uproar, and even in the valley of the shadow 
of death. 

Hear the cries of your people as we live in a world full of fear. 

With your unlimited power, with your boundless presence, with your knowledge of all things, fill 
our hearts with your peace that surpasses understanding. 

When things are uncertain, and crises are unseen, draw us to you, to your certain Word and 
promise, to your dear Son who suffered for us, and to your enduring promise never to leave us 
or forsake us. 

Strengthen, encourage and uphold us in these difficult and confusing times. 

Fill us with faith in you, with desires to serve our neighbors in love, and to be strong and take 
heart as we wait for you to work your good purpose for the good of those who love you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
  



Hymn  

 
 
 
 
Blessing 

The grace of our Lord Jesus + Christ  
and the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  



Text of full original sermon: 
 

In John’s gospel, there are times when Jesus intentionally kept his identity hidden, at least initially. 

Think, for instance, about his long conversation with the woman at Jacob’s well in John chapter 4. Jesus 

and she talked about a bunch of things, and Jesus (whether she realized it right away or not) was 

ministering to her soul. Finally, she said expectantly, “I know that Messiah is coming.” It wasn’t until that 

point that Jesus said, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” In other gospel accounts, you remember how 

many different times Jesus told either his disciples or the people he had healed not to tell anyone that he 

was the Christ—“Hush, hush.”  

But here in the Garden of Gethsemane on Maundy Thursday, there was none of that. “Who is it you 

want?” The mob replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.” The time had come. No more hints, no more “Hush, hush.” 

“I am he.” Three words loaded with truth. But what truth? The truth that Jesus of Nazareth is 

1. 1. the almighty God. 

2. 2. the humble Servant. 

3. 3. the faithful Shepherd. 

 

1. 1. The almighty God 

Try to imagine what it must have been like to be Jesus on that dark night. The garden had been quiet 

except for the sounds of Jesus wrestling in prayer with his Father and giving voice to the anguish of his 

soul. But then, waking up his disciples (it had been quiet enough for them to sleep), Jesus went out to 

meet a band coming from the temple area and crossing the Brook Kidron. Kidron, strangely enough, 

means “dark.” The band was coming in the dark with torches and weapons—a mixture of Jewish temple 

guards and servants, along with Roman soldiers. They were there by order of the Sanhedrin—and 

probably of Pilate himself—to arrest a man who had the potential to induce the crowds to riot. That could 

have happened, I suppose, if they had attempted this arrest during the day. “But this is your hour,” said 

Jesus, “when darkness reigns” (Lk 22:53). So they came under the cover of night, led by Judas.  

Imagine being Jesus and looking into the faces of these men. John understates it in our text: “Jesus, 

knowing all that was going to happen to him, . . .” but this wasn’t an educated guess or an obvious 

conclusion as Jesus looked around and saw the writing on the wall. Jesus knew. As true God, he knew all. 

He knew all the men standing there, threatening him: disciples, temple guards, Romans. He could 

scan the faces of the crowd and tell you every man’s name. He knew all their parents and all their 

grandparents and all their great-grandparents. He could trace the lineage of every Jew there back to 

Abraham and of every Roman there back to Noah. He knew not only why they were there but how they 

got there—from Judea, from Egypt, from Greece, from Rome, from Spain, from wherever. Ultimately, 

the Son of God knew them all because he had created them all. And here they were—his handiwork—

coming to arrest, abuse, mock, flog, and kill him. He knew all that was going to happen too.  

With three little words—“I am he”—he knocked this crowd of (maybe) 150 men backward to the 

ground. No, it wasn’t them voluntarily “giving him some space.” This was Jesus’ almighty power on 

display. Never for a second was he not in control of what was going on.  

1. 2. The humble Servant 

Those in the crowd should have stopped and thought about this as they were getting back up, don’t 

you think? But they were all under orders, and Romans especially obeyed orders. The marvel of all this, 

though, is that Jesus the Son of God permitted himself to be taken by sinners. Even more, although he had 

the wisdom and power to make a thousand different plans for saving the world, in the mystery of his love, 

this was the plan, and all things would happen according to his plan.  

I often think that it is this humble service of Jesus that amazes us so much. It’s so—foreign to us. 

We’re each born with a self-centered mind and heart; we naturally look to our own interests first. True, 

sometimes we need to do that. But many, many times we choose to do that for no other reason than it is 



best for us. Yet we know that it is exactly that kind of pride, that self-centered interest, which causes so 

many problems in our relationships with God and with one another.  

Judas was with them. Here is selfishness and pride personified. We should take note. If we ever think 

we are pillars of strength who would never turn away from or give up our faith in Jesus, we need to look 

deep into Judas’ eyes and see what sin is capable of doing. If we chase after it, it will seize control of our 

hearts and destroy us. “So, if you think you are standing firm,” St. Paul wrote, “be careful that you don’t 

fall” (1 Co 10:12).  

Each in the crowd also came for his own reasons. They also came with weapons because they were 

expecting some resistance; any self-respecting person worth his salt would resist and fight, wouldn’t he? 

Undoubtedly, they were expecting Jesus to respond in a—human way. That’s what they would have done: 

“You’re not takin’ me without a fight!” Even Peter thought that way too and pulled out his sword just 

after this encounter in our text. He had bragged to Jesus about his bravado and already had lost face that 

night by falling asleep while Jesus prayed. He needed some redemption, to make good on his words, to 

polish his tarnished image. 

In contrast, Jesus stood there calmly: “I am he.” He was not going to have one of his disciples take 

the fall for him; he was not going to have one of his disciples impersonate him in the poor light and then 

himself slip away into the night, escaping the angry crowd, as he had done a couple of times in the past. “I 

am he.” Twice he said it. The crowd wasn’t sure; they needed Judas to kiss him to be sure. But Jesus also 

wanted to make sure that they took him: the right guy.  

This is why he came into the world. He came not “to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many” (Mt 20:28). He came to humble himself and become obedient, even to death on a cross.  

1. 3. The faithful Shepherd 

Yet perhaps the most touching moment of all—and certainly the most comforting to us—is how Jesus 

in this tense, awful situation still showed his great, great love for people, especially his people. Earlier in 

John’s gospel he had said, “I am the good shepherd.” In the darkness of Gethsemane, he was keeping 

watch over his flock by night.  

“ ‘If you are looking for me, then let these men go.’ This happened so that the words he had spoken 

would be fulfilled: ‘I have not lost one of those you gave me’ ” (Jn 18:8,9). Imagine that! The man that 

the mob came to get is the one giving the orders! 

More than that, he is watching out for his disciples—not just for their physical safety but their 

spiritual safety as well. Seeing him hang on the cross the next day would be a tremendous test of their 

faith in him. If they were to also witness all the humiliating, horrible beatings and mocking and stripping 

and spitting and flogging and hating—that may well have been too much for them. He would spare them 

that and go alone, as the Scriptures foretold. Defiant sinners would strike him, the Shepherd, and the 

disciples would scatter. Even so, he would not lose any of those the Father had entrusted to his care. It 

was best for them to go now; this would be best for their souls.  

There is even more love here. Even to the end, the faithful Shepherd was still going after that lost 

sheep Judas. He tenderly pleaded with Judas as Judas kissed him. But Judas stepped back into his crowd. 

So he knocked Judas backward too, with the others, to warn him of what he was doing and the danger his 

soul was in. But did Jesus lose him? No. Judas rejected him and ran away headlong into eternal death.  

But you who repent of your sins and cling in faith to this Jesus, look at who is protecting you! It is he! 

He protects you with his almighty power. He laid down his life for the flock, for you. And no one is able 

to rip you out of either his hand or his Father’s hand. You are his, and he will not lose you either.  

We have this great hope not because of who we are—how strong we are, how committed we are, or 

even how strong a faith we believe ourselves to have. Without him, we are nothing and can do nothing. 

Rather, we have this great hope because of who he is. And who is he? “I am he” who is truly the almighty 

God, yet who came as a humble servant to redeem you; it is he who is with you always, shepherding you 

unto eternal life. Amen.  
 


